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Mr. Proctor requested that copies be sent to
OSR, OER, CRS, and OCI with a note on the
buckslip:

The attached was sent to the Director

STAT

This was done on 30 October 1975,
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Date: g geptember 1975

Client: Case:
STAT From: To: File
Re:
Action:
On Saturday, 6 September, we invited to our home for dinner a girl named
STAT |whu had just been released from Vietnam within the
previous few days, | | STAT
| STAT
STAT
Of course, her background has given her a particular point of view, and
you should consider that while she is part Vietnamese, certainly she
identifies much more with | STAT
STAT
STAT She szid that since she had| |passport {and probably also because
STAT } she wes never really in doubt that

she could eventuelly leave, although the delay end frustrations in
dealing with the Immigration Department, she said, finally had a very
depressing effect on her, She said that almost all of the people in the
Immigration offices, at least the people who dealt with the public, were
not regular former RVN government civil servants, but were “their own
people”, although she believed that other pezsuns within the Immigration
Departnent were regular former Vietnamese civil servants.

She said that most of the other government offices were functioning and
were utilizing the former government civil servants. Among other things,
she sald the post office was operating and staffed by the same former
civil servants. She said she thought it would soon be possible to send
mail directly to and from Saigon, but that this was being delayed until
new government Stamps are issued.
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Telephones are working again, snd she gald that shortly after the
surrender, the aew governuent asked all people working for the water
company, 2lectric company, telephone office and other public utilities
to come back., She sald that certain buildings are air-conditioned, and
I gssune that there are other regular services.

She said the city is being kept clean primcipally by students.
School has not reconvened and she did not know when it would.

There are very few cars on the streets, because gaseline is very expen-
sive. T think she said about $VN 1000 per liter,

The official rate of exchange is £till VM 755 to U5 1.92 but the black
market is flourishing ond meney is exchanged in 1S 100 notes at the
rate of about {VN 2,600 3US 1.00 (buying or selling) =nd about ?VW 2,008
to 1 for lessor Jdenoninations. She sald the Indians »un the hlae

rarkst,

She said that while they initizlly told foreigmers that the new govern-
ment would respect the rights of private property, in fact they have

not, having taken over many businesses, |

| STAT

She said that many who initially stayed bekind now want to

lenve.

She sald that wmany industrles -- foreign and Vietnamese -- have bean
taken over by the govermaont, and I bellsve that she included in thet
the Banque de 1'Indochine because she used the examplo that the Manager
of the Bank was now usking $VN 10,000 per month, as werc the cleaning
ladies at the Bank. Appurently the Michelin rubber plantations have
alse been taken over, and Vinatexco and Vinatefinco.

She said that no ome knew now where people such ss Big Hinh, Lawyer Dzu,
Madame Ngo Ba Thenh, Father Thanh and ethor anti-Thelu -- so-galled
Third Force people -- were. {In fact, however, I have also read that et
least Big Minh has been seen and is free to move sround the city).

She 3ald that she was aware of some telex ur cable axchnnges which were
either sent to or by| |Embas¢y whereby the Vietnamese were
asking fo:l |zechnical assistance with respeet to oil development.
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She said that many people have gone away on ro-education/indoctrination
trips, but that she has never seen anyono who has come back, although
sho did say that spparently friends and relatives have recoeived lettsrs
from people who have gone sway. In this regard, she also spid that meny
peopie had been promised land and other things in the provinces if they
would leave Saigon to ressttle there. She said that, in fact, some had
gone and foumd that things were not as promised, and have had to snenk
back to Saigon and to remain hidden there.

She said that the police disappearsd shortly after the surrender and
that there were no police in evidence for some wecks, Recently, she
said, police have reappeared in pink-like colored wniforns, and while
she had not spoken to any of them, they all appearad to be Horth Viet-
pamase to her.

I should add thet she speaks fluent Vietuamesa,l | STAT
is very good.

She sald that Foremost Dairies is still operating, but that they will
shortly mum out of product and are expected to close, She said that, at
one point, one small can of condensed milk was selling for $VN 800 each.

She said that rice is selling now for sbout $VN 200 per liter. I do not
know what quality that is, and believed that this was about the
price of rice about 2 years ago.

She sald that the Cercle Sportif has fallen into disuse. Crass is high
all over, and soldiers are now using the swimming pool to wash their
clothes and they hang them tc dry around the pool. She said that the
foyer has been glven over to an ughi‘-bition of Ho Chi Minh's 1ife -~
picture, statues, and the like..

I asked whether sny harsh tmtmt“}md been shown to people who had
worked for American companies. She ‘fgave the exsmple of o Vietnamese who
had worked for| |which company transported
arms and ammunition. She szid tl\aj; he had bheen detained for guestioning,
released, and that he was walking vighout now as normal. She said she
didn't think that Vietnamese who wérked for foreign companies were being
singled out for special unfavorabls treatment.
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She said that she belleved | | was still in Saigom. STAT
Theye wers wany other pecpls I wanted to ask her sbout, but I doubt that

she would know most of thew,

She said there is a limit to what people can draw out of the bank. Ve
were interrupted and I did not pursue thut. (Mote, that there were
about ten people st our house at the time end everycne wes asking her
questions one after another, and it was difficult to pursue any line of
questioning.) '

The South Vietnamese piaster is still In use, and the North Vietnamose
dong 1e was not traded or widaly in use In ths South. Yo money has been
overstarped, and the roney is in overy respect the same as it was before
the surrender. She 30id zlsc thot 12 dellars, principally, hut alsc

STAT pass very freslyr.

She said that corrupticon is evilert in certain areas., TFor example, she
said that some of the *he dois”, the word she ssys the MNorth Vietnamese
foot soldiers call themsalves (and is the equivalent of "GI), have
indicated that, for a price, thay can arrange to let Vietnamese out of
the country, She sall there ars othors who have indicated that for =
price they will see what they can do to relesse monies which are in the
bank in a particular person's account. Incidently, apparently only the
National Bank is now opersting. She sald she s very doubtfusl that in
fact Vietnamese can leave this way. She said she knew of only one case
of a Vietnamess leaving the counrtry "officially', it belng a Vietnauwese,
residont in Cambodia, who was caught in Vietnam by accident on 37 Aprii.

She s32id that all of tho movie houses are now compelled to show only
propaganda style filme, and that she has seen one or two of these Russlan
and North Vietnsmese anti-French and anti-American films., Tho movie
houses suxprisingly are still all air-conditioned but, she says, very
Pow people go to them now.

The old Kationzl Assembly building has now been converted into a stage,
where mostly 1live North Vietnamede theater is featurad,

She said that the Caravelle, the Continental Palace, and the Majestic
Hotels are all open. She said most of the visiting dignitaries from the
socialist-bloc countries stay at the Majestic. Most of the meetings of
the Government, she said, ave held at the Continental Palace.
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She said a group of visiting dignitaries from various Commmist countries
was racently in Saipon and as one of the featuras of their visit was to
be taken to the black market (thieves market) where they nromptly bought
up all kinds of cassettes, radios, cameras, etc., vwhich had been looted
from homes, PX's and the like after the surrender.

"She sald that Raruchos and the Viet-My Restaurant were still open and

functioning but were now undor goverument control. In the case of the
Viet-My, she said that every evening a govermment car comos by and picks

‘up the profits. | |

is now operating ir.

The curfew i3 2400 - 0500 hours. She $aid that almost every night one
can hear gunfire, some of which goes on for extended periods; She said
that whenaver she asks what it is, she is told that it iz thieves,
However, she says on the basls of other informstion she has heard, she
doubts that this is ture. ' '

There are now two daily newspapers fumetion, and two radio stations, at

least one of which is FM, ‘There is TV for two hours everyday -- propaganda

CATLOONS,

She said that when the Compunists first moved into Szigom, there were
public executions of thieves they caughr. !owever, apparently the
public did not accept this and this practice has been discontinved,

She said ther 1t is nuite corron now for Vietnamcse from the North whe
have been separsted from their families who moved fouth in 1954, vo be
reunited with them in Saigon. CShe said the newspa.pafs now contaln ads
placed by families looking for other family merwbers. She said nany
Hertherners have come to Saigon and heve met thair families. She also
ssid, on the basis of conversations with them or talking with other
peopla, that they are completely surprised to find how prosperous Saigon
was and how well people lived. %he said that by comparison the story of
1ife in Hanoi 1s that it is very difficult. Pood is rationed and basic '
commodities require courons, She szid most Northerners whc come cen
only stay 10 to 15 days and then must go back. She said thac, to date,
she knows of no Szigomaise sllowed to visit relatives in Hanoi,

She said thet the North Vietnamese soldicrs are all very young 1ookiz§g -
15 or 16 years or perhaps 20 at the most. She said that when thoy came
into the city, they wero completely wide-eyed sbout what they saw. She
said that the street vendors have exploited them the same way they
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exploited the French and American soldiers. She sald many of these boys
esn be seen walking arcund the streets with a watch and/or a radioc. Sne
said that the watches are not good watches, and thot the people who were
paking & good living now were the wetch repair people.

She also said that the sharp money changers who used to subatitute piil
plaster notes for £80-piaster rotes for the jrnocent Iz changing woney
st fsvorabls rates, waro still operating, and wers doing the ssme thing
to the bo dois changing ¥VK money into SVN money.

There wers pany amusing stories of the young MVA seeing Saigon for the
first time. Fer example, she said some had never secn toilets, One
group used the toilet to wash thoir rice and fish while urinsting om the
floor. 0r flushing the teilet, they would yush down-stairs to sec whare
the fisk or rice had gone. ‘

She said that in rocent weeks there have been only two vessels that have
visited Saipgon, one was a Russian ship end the othey an Bast Csream v
ship. She said the crew was assigned to stay in the Majestic Hotel, and.
sach was assigned one translator escort who had to go with them everyvwhere.

She said that the senior Yorth Vistnamesc aray ‘nfﬁmrs wore hilleted in
the Miramar ilotel snd the soldiers in the Brinks.

She sald that while there has never been any decyes concerning dress, it

is now very censervative snd almost no \Ii,einamse women wear the traditionsl
ao-dal anymore. They wenr baggy pajamas. She also said that boys no#

wear short halr.

he said that gemernlly speaking, the Xorth Vietnamese she dealt with
were polite. Ghe said that the Korth Vietnamese seen to go out of thelr
way to be polite tc the Americans who are still there and that, in fact,
the Americans are probably tyearad better than the South Vietnamese.

She said therc is no question that the country 15 being corpletely rum
by the Horth Vietnamese.

She said that many of the Prench teachers who cane from Prance to teach
at Marie Curle are stil] there snd some want to vemain. She said she
does not know thet they will Jdo.

She said that there are French doctors still st the llospital Grall, but
that most of tham want to leave. Accordingly, she said she belleved the
Grall Hospital will probably clese in November.
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She said that, by and large, churches were still apen and pecple could
g0 except that the chapel at the Orall Hospital has been ordered closed.
She said that the Cathedral now only has perhaps half the number of
people in it at regular services.

She said that coffee-housss were still open when she left and said that
most people who had money to 3o to coffee shops went to the Sivral and
Brodards, although La Pagode was also open. She said that genorally the
same fare was served and that croissants, bread, and the like were all
available. Bhe said that beer was plentiful » end not expensive because
BGI was still open and eperating. |

She said you have to ask for permission to go everywhere, Foreigners,
including herself, are mot allowed to leave Saigon and, even within
Seigon, perhaps permission to move sbout has to Le requosted. I'm not
certain of this latter point, but base it on her statement that she had
to have an escort whenm she went frow Jowntown Saigon to the alrport when
she caught her plane. She also said that ?ietmm could leave the
ity but they, too, had to ask permissicn, and it might or might not be
granted depending upon whether they had a good reason.

She said thet dog meat was now openly for sale. This svemed te repulse
her but, of course, <og meat is a North Vietnamese delicacy. Generally,
she seid that food is available end thst pecple were not going hungry,
but that there was not a greet dezl of ecomomic activity.

Of ten adult people previously werking she said that probably three
people are now working and that maybe one or more ¢f these three was a
governpent employoce.

8he said that many people were resigned to their new life as they had no
cholce but to accept it. Of course, she was referring principally to
the foreign-oriented Vietnamess comamitf. 1 am sure that she is not &
good source to know actually how a very large segment of the population
accepts their new condition. '

STAT |:|sd.d that when the Commmists took aver they freed everyone in'
Jail. She slso said that she knew of one csse of a Vietnamese who was
eaught trying to escapo from Vietnam and was jailed for five weeks. She

said she also had a personal friend,[ | who got into an argument STAT
with sn official and was jailed for four weeks. (Actually, seems relatively
humane)
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